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ple,’ Gassed in War, Gets

New Cliance,

That Uncle Bam indirectly helped to
provide a cast for “Nice Peaple,” the
Rachel Crothers comedy in which Mlss
wrahcine Larrimore is starring st the
Klaw Theatre, will come as a bit of
waws to many theatregoers, But Edwin
Hensley, who plays an !mportant role
in this Sam H. Harris production, re-
ceived his dramatic tralning at Uncle
Ham's expense,

Henslgy's only experience back of the
footlights before his,present engagement
wis in amateur productions in the old
home town. He wanted a stage career,
but his father frowned upon the Idea.
Then e¢ame the war,

Henaley got o commission at Platts.
burg and went overseas with the Second
Division. He fought at §t. Mihlel, Bois-
#ons and Chateau Thiery, wns gassed
and pretty generally knocked about.
Then followed a stay in an Engilsh hos-
pital and hls return to Ameriea.

After his dlscharge Hensley applled
to the Federnl board for wvocational
trivining for the rehabllitation course
upon which he had set his heart. His
application for stage trolning was some-
thing of n puzzler to the Federal board.
Hilx wax the firet request of that nature,
and miles of rad tape had to be pnwound
hefore the doslred permission eould be
ubtalned,

Finally Uncle Sam gave consent and
yvoung Hensley was sent to a dramatic
school at the expense of the Govern-
ment.  After a year of study he began
to seek an engagement, with the result

that he was selected for his present role
in "Nies People.'™

Hensley's experience has set m prece-
dent for seventeen other ex-soldiers to
apply for and recelve dramatie training
under the ausplces of the Federnl board
for vocational tralning. Of thess none
hiad had any previous professional ex-
verience on the stage, but all had taken
part In amateur theatricals befors and
during the war.

Miss Romilly, Leading

i@

Woman in “The Tavern”

Misa Rita Romilly, who 1s supporting
George M. Cohan as leading woman In
“The Tavern,” now starting ita last week
at ths Hudson Theatre, has already
played the role for fourteen weeks in
Chicago. Although sha has appeared in
many preductions in New York and else-
whera she is best known for her inter-
|:ri”|hlf"]l of the le utllhn- feminins role in

“The Bird of Paradlse.” She played the
part for ten months, and notwithstand-
Ing her predecessors in the role were
Mlss Laurette Taylor and Miss Lenore
Ulrle, she 18 one of the few actresses
Who has adhered to the part for so long
W engnge mlnl
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